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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -3 1 are presented for examination. 

Abstract 

2. The abstract is objected to because: 

The abstract is objected to since the presented abstract is comprised of two paragraphs 
instead of one. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Specification 

3. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 29 is objected to because: 

the 'an' before 'requesting' on line 2 is redundant and not needed and needs to be deleted 
to clean up the claim language. 
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35 USC §102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by McCurley et al. 

7. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 1) as claimed including a system for sharing files 
among a plurality of computers on a wide-area network comprising: 

a first networked computer (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); 

a second networked computer (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); and, 

wherein a user-selected file is reliably transferred from any one of the computers to any 

other one of the computers using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 

0067). 

8. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 2) as claimed including a system for sharing files 
among a plurality of computers comprising: 

a first computer (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); 
a second computer (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); 

wherein a user-selected file is transferred from the first computer to the second computer 
via a network using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067); and, 

wherein the first computer is coupled to the network via a first address-translating device 
and the second computer is coupled to the network via a second address-translating device as the 
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system ability to interface with Layer 2 Tunneling Protocol and Personal Virtual Private 
Networks which rely on address translations as a basic addressing component (e.g., see 
paragraph 0010). 

9. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 3) as claimed including a network-based file- 
sharing comprising: 

a first host computer and a plurality of other host computers, each host computer having a 
processing unit and a storage (e.g., see paragraphs 0050-0052); 

wherein the first host computer is programmed to generate from the plurality of other 
host computers a list of other host computers where a user-selected file is stored as one host 
being able to proxy for other host machines (e.g., see paragraph 0065 and Figure 4); 

wherein the first host computer is further programmed to select a second host computer 
from the list of other host computers based on an indication of a transfer time from the second 
host computer to the first host computer (e.g., see paragraph 0065 and Figure 4); and, 

wherein the first host computer is further programmed to retrieve at least a portion of the 
particular file from the second host computer using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., 
see paragraph 0067). 

As to claim 4, McCurley teaches the first host computer is programmed to select from the 
list of other host computers a second host computer having the greatest responsiveness to the 
first host computer as a component of using SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 

As to claim 5, McCurley teaches the first host computer selects as the second host 
computer the host computer from the list of other host computers with the fastest transfer time 
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from the second host computer to the first host computer as a component of using SOCKS (e.g., 
see paragraph 0018). 

10. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 6) as claimed including a system for sharing files 
over a wide-area network comprising: 

a first plurality of hosts connected over the wide-area network (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

and, 

a first host having a processing unit, a storage, and a first set of machine instructions 
storable in the storage and executable by the processing unit for retrieving a respective portion of 
a user-selected file from each of a second plurality of hosts selected from the first plurality of 
hosts and coupled to the first host via a network (e.g., see paragraph 0065 and Figure 4). 

As to claim 7, McCurley teaches the first host resides on a first local-area network 
coupled to the wide-area network via a first address-translating device (e.g., see paragraphs 0010 
and 0055). 

As to claim 8, McCurley teaches the second host resides on a second local-area network 
coupled to the wide- are network via a second address-translating device (e.g., see paragraphs 
0010 and 0055). 

As to claim 9, McCurley teaches the first address-translating device is coupled to the 
second address-translating device only via the wide-area network (e.g., see paragraphs 0010 and 
0055). 

As to claim 10, McCurley teaches the first local-area network is different from the second 
local-area network as the overall system being comprised of a variety of network types (e.g., see 
paragraph 0178). 
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As to claim 1 1, McCurley teaches the respective portion of the user-selected file retrieved 
from each of the second plurality of hosts is retrieved using User Datagram Protocol data packets 
(e.g., see paragraph 0067). 

1 1 . McCurley teaches the invention (claim 12) as claimed including a system for sharing files 
over a wide-area network comprising: 

a plurality of hosts connected over the wide-area network (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

a registry server independent of the hosts and coupled to the wide-are network for 
maintaining a registry containing for each of a plurality of files a message digest uniquely 
identifying the file and an indication of restriction status of the file (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

a first host having a processing unit, a storage, and a first set of machine instructions 
storable in the storage and executable by the processing unit for retrieving a user-selected file 
from at least one of the hosts coupled to the first host via the wide-area network (e.g., see 
paragraph 0055); 

wherein access to the file by the first host from the plurality of hosts is based on the 
indication in the registry of restriction status of the user-selected file as part of the capabilities of 
SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 

As to claim 13, McCurley teaches the user-selected file is retrieved by the first host using 
User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067). 

12. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 14) as claimed including a network-based file- 
sharing system comprising: 

a first host computer and a plurality of other host computers, each host computer having a 
processing unit and a storage (e.g., see paragraphs 0050-0052); 
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the first host computer having generating means for generating from the plurality of other 
host computers a list of other host computers where a user-selected file is stored (e.g., see 
paragraph 0065 and Figure 4); 

selecting means for selecting a second host computer form the list of other host 
computers based on an indication of a transfer time from the second host computer to the first 
host computer as a component of SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018); and, 

retrieving means for retrieving at least a portion of the particular file from the second host 
computer using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067). 

As to claim 15, McCurley teaches the selecting means of the first host computer selects 
from the list of other host computers a second host computer having a faster transfer time to the 
first host computer as component of SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 

13. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 16) as claimed including a method of sharing files 
among a plurality of computers on a wide-area network comprising: 

a fist networked computer and a second networked computer (e.g., see paragraphs 0038- 

0039); 

the method comprising: 

reliably transferring a user-selected file form any one of the computers to any 
other one of the computers using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 
0067). 

14. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 17) including a method of sharing files among a 
plurality of computers including a first computer and a second computer, the method comprising: 
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transferring a user-selected file form the first computer to the second computer via 
a network using User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067). 

wherein the first computer is coupled to the network via a first address-translating device 
and the second computer is coupled to the network via a second address-translating device as the 
system ability to interface with Layer 2 Tunneling Protocol and Personal Virtual Private 
Networks which rely on address translations as a basic addressing component (e.g., see 
paragraph 0010). 

15. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 18) as claimed including a network-based file 
sharing method comprising: 

providing a first host computer and a plurality of other host computers, each host 
computer having a processing unit and a storage (e.g., see paragraphs 0050-0052); 

generating at the first computer from among the plurality of other host computers a list of 
those of he other host computers where a user-selected file is stored as one host being able to 
proxy for other host machines (e.g., see paragraph 0065 and Figure 4); 

selecting a second host computer from the list of other host computers based on an 
indication of a transfer time from the second host computer to the first host computer (e.g., see 
paragraph 0065 and Figure 4); and, 

retrieving at least a portion of the particular file from the second host computer using 
User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067). 

As to claim 19, McCurley teaches selecting from the list of other host computers a second 
host computer having a fastest transfer time to the first host computer as a component of SOCKS 
(e.g., see paragraph 0018). 
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As to claim 20, McCurley teaches selecting as the second host computer the host 
computer from the list of other host computers with the fastest transfer time from the second host 
computer to the first host computer as a component of SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 
16. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 21) as claimed including a method of sharing files 
over a wide-area network comprising: 

providing a first plurality of hosts connected over the wide- area network (e.g., see 
paragraph 0055); and, 

providing a first host having a processing unit, a storage and a first set of machine 
instructions storable in the storage and executable by the processing unit for retrieving a 
respective portion of a user-selected file form each of a second plurality of hosts selected from 
the first plurality of hosts and coupled to the first host via a network (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

As to claim 22, McCurley teaches the first host resides on a first local-area network 
coupled to the wide-area network via a first address-translating device (e.g., see paragraphs 0010 
and 0055). 

As to claim 23, McCurley teaches the second host resides on a second local-area network 
coupled to the wide-area network via a second address-translating device (e.g., see paragraphs 
0010 and 0055). 

As to claim 24, McCurley teaches the first address-translating device is coupled to the 
second address- translating device only via the wide-area network (e.g., see paragraphs 0010 and 
0055). 
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As to claim 25, McCurley teaches the first local-area network is different from the second 
local-area network as the overall system being comprised of a variety of network types (e.g., see 
paragraph 0178). 

As to claim 26, McCurley teaches using Use Datagram Protocol to retrieve the respective 
portion of he user-selected file form each of the second plurality of hosts (e.g., see paragraph 
0067). 

17. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 27) as claimed a method of sharing files over a 
wide-area network comprising: 

connecting a plurality of hosts over the wide-area network (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

coupling a registry server independent of he hosts to the wide-area network for 
maintaining a registry containing, for each of a plurality of files, a message digest uniquely 
identifying the file and an indication of restriction status of the file (e.g., see paragraph 0055); 

providing a first host having a processing unit, a storage, and a first set of machine 
instructions storable in the storage and executable by the processing unit for retrieving a user- 
selected file from at least one of the hosts coupled to the first host via the wide-area network 
(e.g., see paragraph 0055); and, 

wherein access to the file by the first host from the plurality of hosts is based on the 
indication in the registry of restriction status of the user-selected file as part of the capabilities of 
SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 

As to claim 28, McCurley teaches retrieving the user-selected file to the first host using 
User Datagram Protocol data packets (e.g., see paragraph 0067). 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,731 
Art Unit: 2187 



Page 1 1 



18. McCurley teaches the invention (claim 29) as claimed including a computer-based 
system for sharing files over a computer network including a requesting host computer and a 
plurality of other host computers coupled to the first host computer via a network, the requesting 
host computer comprising: 

a processing unit (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); 

a storage (e.g., see paragraphs 0038-0039); 

a first set of machine instructions storable in the storage and executable by the processing 
unit for acquiring an indication of a user-selected file as each computer in the network having its 
own set of instructions as well as specific network and security instructions (e.g., see paragraphs 
0049-0053); 

a second set of machine instructions storable in the storage and executable by the 
processing unit for generating at the requesting host computer from among the plurality of other 
host computers a list of those of the host computers where the user-selected file is stored as each 
computer in the network having its own set of instructions as well as specific network and 
security instructions (e.g., see paragraphs 0049-0053); 

a third set of machine instructions storable in the storage and executable by the 
processing unit for selecting a source host computer from the list of other host computers based 
on an indication of a transfer time from the source host computer to the requesting host computer 
as each computer in the network having its own set of instructions as well as specific network 
and security instructions (e.g., see paragraphs 0049-0053); and, 

a fourth set of machine instructions storable in the storage and executable by the 
processing unit for retrieving at least a portion of the particular file from the second host 
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computer using User Datagram Protocol data packets as each computer in the network having its 
own set of instructions as well as specific network and security instructions (e.g., see paragraphs 
0049-0053). 

As to claim 30, McCurley teaches a fifth set of machine instructions storable in the 
storage and executable by the processing unit for selecting from the list of other host computers a 
source host computer having a fastest transfer time to the requesting host computer as each 
computer in the network having its own set of instructions as well as specific network and 
security instructions (e.g., see paragraphs 0049-0053). 

As to claim 31, McCurley teaches a fifth set of machine instructions storable in the 
storage and executable by the processing unit for selecting as the source host computer the host 
computer from the list of other host computers with the fastest transfer time to the requesting 
host computer as capabilities of SOCKS (e.g., see paragraph 0018). 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reba I. Elmore, whose telephone number is (703) 305-9706. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-TH from 7:30am to 6:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor 
for AU 2187, Donald Sparks, can be reached for general questions concerning this application at 
(703) 308- 1 756. Additionally, the official fax phone number for the art unit is (703) 746-7239. 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,731 



Art Unit: 2187 



Page 13 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Tech Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3800/4700. 



Reba I. Elmore 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2187 

September 29, 2004 



